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MAY 25

rree day. Recover from fli 7

/ v ght. Everyone to their
own devices. Discover Canadian delzcacy - cold
hash browns for breakfast. ABs trickle down to

breakfast. Colin and Colleen appear. Now only

Johns Carrick and Haggett and Sue H i 101
the party. & arling to join

Spm

Muster ip foyer for Taxi to Lamport Stadium. Some
delay while correct door is located, then whilst
Taxi driver decides if he knows the way, also on
arriving at the ground just where the entrance
vas and whether they would let us all in. Met by
fit, young looking veterans side. Further delay
to start of game whilst West Indian (Toronto
Division) cup Final takes place. Lady referee
better looking than either of ours. Joined
oxcited spectators (amidst empty tinnies and pop-
corn). Teams eventually assembled on pitch for
photographs and exchange of banners etc. ABs
presented with a fur owl (ookpic). Meet Peter
Waddell, (ex Bournemouth) so he plays for the ABs.
Chance of goal for ABs came after ten minutes when
a short corner ball was stopped! and hit hard by
Colin, missing the post by inches. Action then
passed to the Ookpics with two short corners and
shots on goal stopped by Rod.

ABs again took up the attack, with severalcmissed
opportunities through lack of support to Clive who
was in his usual head down, going for goal charge.
John Peirce missed a penalty flick by hitting the
post which came from a defender taking out an AB
attacker in the D't Halt Time score 0-0.

After drinks the game Was fairly even fgr tgz
first ten minutes, when 2 goal scored { b
Ookpics was disallowed as the ball was struck IT m

outside the ZDI% Atsatkes et the AB goal continued

. ain cleared by Rod,
with another short cOIMer, 850 1) .4 by defence

then an attack on the AB goal, fo

errors gave the Ookpics a gift of a goal.




MAY 25 (CONT)

ABs then hit back with a short corner, the
ball hitting the side netting. Five minutes
before time, a footstop by Ookpics in front of
goal, penalty stroke, again taken by John P

game played in a friendly spirit ended in the

1-0 win for Ookpics. Colin Bransgrove Man of
the Match.

Team and supporters transported by car to the

Beer and wipe flowed freely and a marvellous
buffet wag provided.  Thanks everyone. ABs
started falling asleep on their feet.

Returned tq hotel b i : d » st
to bed. y friendly Ookpics an

Knackered.



MAY 26

A wet i

logl a$2§2;gg, tbe only rgin we saw until BC, for

aopiot & Cltrlp to Niagara Falls. The rain

Tine Eors e ear just .88 we arrived at Niagara.

the h it e cable car ride over the rapids and
whirlpool before reaching Niagara proper.

Weather closed in agaj i i

) gain, more rain unlikel
bf ablelpo acbleve' helicopter ride. Short ywaii
along cliff listening to the thunder of the falls
to find what was on offer. More rain',

Partook of an amazing " Sunday Brunch", whilst the
weather cleared (apparently). Many of us would
not require food before tomorrow.

Mgst"of the party headed for the '"Maid of the
Mist”. Waterproof suits were found to fit most
of-the party, and it was a blue shrouded group
which headed out into the river. Not an AB track-
suit in sight! The Maid takes passengers right
into thelymoise and spray Sof Aithe Fare. ofs fihe
Horseshoe falls. A wet, but thrilling experience.

The more intrepid amongst the party had the
fantastic experience of going right over the falls
in a helicopter.

Several hundred photographs were taken before the
combination of spray from the falls and even more
rain proved that our team tracksuits were not

fully waterproof.

No one minded that, Red and Blue flashes being
spotted all along the cliff edge. No time to go
down under the falls due to queues - pity, the
plastic mac would have been useful. How cogld we
all have come to this wet country without raingear

How could it be so

thr h the town.
Coach tour oug f the £alls?

tacky compared with the majesty o

Awesome, breathtaking, magnificent (and wet).




MAY 27

day. Weather fine. Cold hash browns for
g;::kfagt. From the advertised 59 attractions
select three. Other ABs do likeW1se.and go in
all directions. Small party go my direction.

Must use subway. Find entrance, hand over
money for tickets, handed back coins to drop
in box at same window. Negotiate discount for

group. Railman sighs. Bloody tourists.

Go on ferry to islands. Walk. Find bar - well
Strapper was in the party! Catch bus round to
different Ferry terminal. Wait in sunshine
Why couldn't yesterday have been like this?

Return to mainland. Eat healthy lunch (except
Colin who goes for sticky buns). Walk to
Skydome. Bump into other ABs now on parallel
track. Get onto tour. Start with film which
frightened me though no reports of accidents.
Perhaps it was the small theatre, but decided
I was no good at heights. Shown round stadium
filled full of facts about size, biggest hit,
special earth etc. Could all this expense just
be for a game of Rounders? Not allowed to view
Bluejays changing faciliaieyl Carpet no good
for hockey.

To the CN Tower. Now know that I don't like
heights. More 'facts. USee more red and blue
flashes. Are all ABs here? Need a drink to
ceécover.  Told wunbelievably that ABs had
failed to drink their quota at the Hulls the

night before. T did my bit. Have another
drink to recover.

Back to hotel, Meet ' im'» bagps Kitty time
Scatter for eats. Party to the wharf. Lose
gndkflnd Rod. Apparently under-tipped staff.
P?ck éo hotel, some to bed, others to bars
SUC °C Up Dby birthday girl (39!) Bluejays
drgpirter: More facts about rounders. Buy

ak. Girl collapscs’ Surprise? Go to bed.




MAY 28

The day started earl
t . y for your reporters (Joh
gngela ?elrce) with a 5.30 call to allow ﬁs tg agg
riven in to the Delta Chelsea Hotel from Oakville

Nearly didn't make it - a very long truck i
girders got stuck on a very t{ght ixit ra;;rr¥i2§
the.Queen Elizabeth Way. Vehicle became stuck
against the edge, bursting a tyre and making a
wheel threepenny bit shaped. Driver got out,
scratched his head, then decided to drag it round
by brute force, regardless of damage.

Arrived at Delta Chelsea at 7.30 and settled 1in
for breakfast (cold hash browns); first other AB
spotted was A.B at 7.50.

After a pleasant ride to the ~airport, came the
problem of selecting the correct gate to use. Joan
went on an unguided tour of alll the ' gates“sat
Pierson International, and finally decided that
Cate 77 would do. The rest of the Team arrived
more directly. Group check used. The Skip found
it difficult to count the total baggage as it kept
on being moved. Sticks were counted separately.

The Edmonton flight was standard, land water and
videos to see, etc. Towards the end a stewardess
approached JP and said '"You must be one of the ‘fit
ones who has got to play this evenin% as you are
not drinking". "Who 192" B asKed, #¥The 'big SgUy
(Chris) and the Aussie (Jim)" she replied. To
correct the image I promptly ordered three beers!

Luggage iquichk Lyssofif loaded. Coach waiting as
us%%l% goach loaded. People seem to have found
regular sitting positions on coaches already.

i i did
' hotel. The coach driver . (a pilet)
gzéve ggrczits of " the ‘hotel before making 2

successful landing.

John Carrick arrived.




MAY 28 (CONT)

Match against Edmonton. If they were vets
then we came from beyond the grave! They
fielded 3 vets, the remainder in the age 20
to 35. Their legs were faster than ours, but
grim Dunkirk spirit kept ‘us “afleat = Clive
was seen to tackle ( and clear) from our D=~
good one Clive.

Considerable pressure was absorbed by the
defence and it was also becoming clear that an
inspired comeback performance by Alan Filby in
goal was likely to cost him some beer. The
Score was 1-0 to Edmonton at half time s —a
welcome respite enjoyed by the ABs including
our lady guest Anne Ogden. Highlight of first
half were shouts from Anne and Doreen, '"You
%éy be a lot older but you're a lot better".

SR it were  trye; Edmonton advance to 3-0

‘ Stkge,i-and  were rewarded by a
%ﬁ:lrgyhglkg Barber set yp by Rod Harling from
GHL wing, Alap Filby Man of the Match.

Be %

wiiﬁ :3: consumed first a¢ the University Bar
Later a¢ 2£2°E§2tf who refused any AB kitty.
with Pizzas sUppfiQWIth Some of the opposition

d and eagerly devoured.










MAY 31

The day really started the night before in an
anonymous little bar just off the strip at Jasper
The beer was cold, the waitresses warm, genial
and neighbourly and several of the rakish AB
forwards were feeling avuncular towards anyone who
revealed a little personality, a 1little cleavage
and a little leg. I seem to recall the approach
"I may be too old for you but you are not too
young for me". The air conditioning laboured in
vain to dispel the strong scent of seduction.
Expectations were high throughout the team that
goals that had so far eluded the forwards might be
achieved. Would they be voted Man of the Match
without ever lifting their sticks?

I must confess that these two forwards were
grossly unfairly misjudged on that night as their
whispered proposals to these waitresses turned out
not to be directed to their own personal pleasures
and fantasies but to the overall wellbeing of the
Ancient Britons by planning a picnic for the
following day. We shall all have to form our own
conclusions as to whether this was the intended
design or did we subsequently benefit from another
breakdown in our forward's communications?

I also suffered a loss of memory through dissip-
ation at the same bar. Arrangements, I was sub-
sequently reminded, had been made for me to act as
chauffeur to top team management on the following
day, but somehow it slipped my mind and I
retired to bed oblivious of any future plans.

May 31st opened for me with a phone call in my
room from our man from Connecticut. "Bring
yourself and your driving licence to reception in
15 minutes". I always follow orders that early
in the morning, and joining others similarly
summoned, was duly dispatched to Budget Rentacar
in Jasper to hire a car, with John Sharpe as No.2
driver and Elaine as passenger.






MAY 31 (CONT)

If my memory serves me right, 14 Ancient Britons
gathered for the great adventure outside the hotel
A battered car arrived with a jovial 1lady guide.
Wet suits and wet boots were distributed which had
been purchased as a job lot from the used stocks
of the Canadian navy remaining over from the last
war. Nothing fitted and clearly the stretchability
of both the suits and the Ancient Britons was
severely tested. When eventually kitted up we
presented ourselves as very poor models for the
wearing of rubber protection.

After a further wait the remaining guide turned
up in another battered vehicle, plus a taxi driven
by Strapper's arrangement lady, and so back down
Highway 93 to the Athabasca Falls. We then
realised that we would have to carry the large
rubber rafts down to the river, but as there was
no alternative we struggled for several hundred
yards to the starting point.

After donning our personal flotation devices, we
were given instructions on safety and what to do
to do if anybody fell overboard. We were also
taught the rudiments of paddling, though I don't
think Strapper ever realised that the command
"Paddle right" meant that those on the left of
the boat paddled in the opposite direction.

One raft contained only Ancient Britons whilst the
other included 3 Dutchmen from Amsterdam who
volunteered to lead. They said. that they had
canoeing experience and one had served in the
Dutch navy. There were some of us sitting behind
who grew to doubt that experience.

The international scale of grading rivers ranges
from an easy 1 to a very difficult 6. This stretch
of river is rated 2 overall with short periods of
S don 't think any of wus will _forget-.the
journey over 8 to 10 miles lasting some 2% hours.
The white water was exhilarating and the scenery










JUNE 1(CONT)

akes are one thing, but we are

Mountains and 1 3 teefdeldie

now into glaciers an

the icefields we reached. ’the
gh:::;{aagzgz, the point of the gregt dlvtgei
Melting ice from the area forms r1Y§¥S tﬁ
flow into three oceans, the Paci 1<:(,1 the
Athabasca north intg the Arctic an the
North Saskatchewan river systems 1nto e

Alantic.

River
Lunch was taken at the Saskatchewan
Crossing where by using a number system for
cooked requests, the most efficient food
stop made by the party on the Tour resulted.

During the afternoon two unscheduled stops
were made on sightings of black bears but
there was no stop for the third sighting,
either because they were now common sights
or perhaps because we were now on a main
highway. We were not allowed out of the
coach to take photographs in case Elaine

tried to smuggle the 1little (big) darling
on board.

A detour was made to view Lake Louise, named
after a daughter of Queen Victoria. This
magnificent lake is overlooked by the
majestic Mount Victoria and is not known to
have been seen by a white man until 1882. An
AB? One of the other sights at Lake Louise
was far more modern - four girls in bikinis
and it will be interesting to see how many
of the pictures taken were of the lake.

At journey's end at Banff
parade2 meals were taken s
1nc1u§1ng a fondue at the
day finished with choir
Hen;y VIII pub in the

Springs Hotel.

.after check in and
ln various taverns
Grizzly House. The
practice at the King

rounds £
It didn$t help. 0 the Banff









The match was played on a very long grass and
uneven surface, shared with a million mosquitoes,
all of which presented the teams with difficulties
ABs however exerted early pressure but in spite of
winning many short cormers were unable to put the
ball in the net. Eventually Colin Bransgrove
scored and this was followed quickly by goals from
Clive Richardson and John Peirce before halftime.
Our opponents rallied in the second half but could
not penetrate the ABs defence. Eventually Mike
Barber completed the ABs scoring with a fine solo
effort and was selected as 'Man of the Match'. A
4-0 victory could not hide the fact that two more
penalty flicks were missed.

The Team and our hosts retired to the Rocking
Horse Saloon for some well earned refreshment and
country dancing. However the days exertions had
taken their toll and with one or two notable

exceptions, drinking was concluded at a reasonable
hour and another successful day of the Tour came

to an end.












JUNE 5 (CONT)

terrorise the opposition, and produced a cross
that resulted in a melee in the circle, and when
the ball broke free Clive Richardson achieved his

hattrick.

Our opponents responded with a good cross and
first time shot to make the score 3-2, The game
was now end to end stuff with both sides striving
for the killer blow, though the ABs always seemed
just to have the better chances.

As a consequence of a sustained attack a
penalty flick was awarded to the ABs. After” .a
minor debate Mike Barber was selected to take the
stroke, the third man in the team so chosen. He
greatly improved our poor showing at this set
piece when the keeper just failed to save it with
his glove, and the ball went in the net. The ABs
had scored a penalty at last, much to delight of
cheerleaders who screamed their delight.

The ABs now 4-2 in the lead, maintained their cool


















JUNE 9

A quiet day with our hosts from the Vancouver Hawks
preparing gently for the match at 2pm. There
seemed to be some doubts as to whether a full team
could be put out against us, at least there was in
some billets, but too many teams had tried to
phase us before for too much notice to be taken of
this chat. Just as well as it turned out as the
organisers were quietly getting rather more than
eleven players to the ground.

The morning was occupied in a variety of ways as
our hosts took us to -many —of.- the fine sights
close to Vancouver. By the end of the day all ABs
vere able to converse knowledgeably about Stanley
Park, Queen Elizabeth Gardens, The University, the
Capilano Suspension Bridge, the Lions Gate Bridge
etc. etc. Somehow our hosts seem to have a kind of
divine knowledge of what to show visitors!

The afternoon saw the ABs and their hosts and the
supporters assemble at the Eric Hamber Sports
Ground for match number 5. The weather was warm
and sunny and ideal for the AB photocall which
preceeded the match. The astroturf was actually
marked out for hockey ( field of course ) o1 ONE
opponents had found 18 players and the ABs were for
the first time to play in their change strip of red
shirts and white socks. This seemed to worry the
Colonel who was heard to comment that the only
things he usually saw on the pitch were red socks.

After some discussion on the best background for
the photographs, (North Vancouver was chosen), and
after the wusual preliminaries, the match began
hefore a mixed bunch of enthusiastic fans. The ABs
now had their full squad, as John Haggett had
arrived and Roger Fry still had a few more days,
With the exception of Alan Francis, who was still
suffering from his niggling injury, the AB squad
~as at full strength. It was Alan Filby's turn to
to play out of goal. The opposition chose, by a



(S

~ process probably akin to osmosis their eleven
and the game started.

- Cut and thrust was the order of the day, with
" both sides mounting attacks thick and fast.
" Our opponents with all the international

talent at their disposal probably shaded the
play for skill, but the ABs with four games
behind them to weld the teamwork fought hard
in the heat.

The key moment came in the opening five
minutes when the ABs were given a penalty
flick. However the post intervened yet again
and after that the ABs were happy to gain a
draw, conceding a goal but equalising with
a great goal from John Peirce. Arthur Barber

who showed just how the game should be played
was 'Man of the Match'

Home to shower and use the washer then to a
Barbeque at the Kitsilano Yacht Club. Salmon!
Great food and company - and so to bed.









JUNE 11 (CONT)

The ground at Glen Lyon High School had a jungle
at one end and a drooping left winger's corner at
the other. A wet patch at the same end =~ on - the
right had umpire Ian Marsh sliding with the zest
of a skater. On the whole a reasonable grass with
slightly undersize circles, which had defenders
beaming and forwards frowning. The goals were set
inside football goals to increase the concerns of
the thrusting inside forwards.

In the first ten minutes the ABs pressed on the
attack, Tony Hall missing twice. The second miss
lead Ian Marsh to indicate an Australian Rules
football "behind” as it passed between the hockey
and football posts. Canadians were bemused. Then
John Carrick missed an open goal from three yards
before Clive Richardson scored a tigerish goal off
the pads of their 66 year old Irish keeper.

The ABs continued to dominate in the second half







JUNE 12

A quiet morning, rgpacking yet again i
fagewells to our billets and c%eckingsa{;2§ 2§:
carlton Plaza Hotel. Gentle recovery from the
dinner the nlgbt before, calm contemplation of the
prospect of this cricket match in the afternoon.
Groups of ABs doing their own thing, wherever you
went the track suit was in evidence. And so to
Beacon Hill Park, the matting wicket and a warm
if slightly overcast day. Just the right amount
of cloud to help the swing bowlers. There was also
a gentle cross breeze.

The team chosen after considerable practice and
debate (two balls bowled in Calgary to see who
could bowl, and the Skip asking for volunteers on
one of the coach outin$s), had 1lost its wicket-
keeper with Alan Filby's injury. From the huge
number of volunteers! young Strapper was chosen.
The ABs were to play in their numbered shirts and
tracksuit trousers.

Shortly before 1.30pm Chris managed to lose the
toss and the ABs, as agreed, took to the field.
Colin Bransgrove and John Peirce opened the
bowling. In the 3rd over Colin managed a straight
ball and the first wicket fell with only 17 on the
scoreboard. Fours came thick and fast. John, over
worried about the no-ball law, bowled well behind
the wicket. The —second wicket fell when Clive
Richardson moved and caught the ball. (37: for2)
Colin's awesome bowling caused havoc and the next
man kicked the ball onto his wicket, John Sharpe
replaced John Peirce at the town end, and the Skip
with agressive spin took over at the sea end. The
scoring rate slowed.

dne man retired and a quick wicket followed. Clive
the next bowler at the sea end loosened up with a
wide but ended the over with a wicket.John Haggett
at the Town end was unfortunate when Rod Harling
tried to kick the ball instead of catching 1t. A
further retirement and seven wickets now down for




104. TIan Marsh now took over at the Town End
and was the first bowler to measure his run
up, and Colin returned with his Queensland
pace, and soon got a wicket.

The boundary line was marked at this point to
aid the wumpires. The groundsman was ably
assisted by Betty Bloomfield. Chris took over
for the last over, spread the field and was
hit first ball for 6! Just 10 off the last

over, Total 145 for 8 = the ABs need just
5 an over.

ggigg {1mzs were dragged into the pavilion.
“lila ooked worst, though he insisted he was
e would bowl some more if asked. The
= hslused were mulled over, Why had Ian

eld back “for - so long? Strapper was

beaming afte >
after io 1ong. his comeback at wicketkeeper

Confide :

of 't nce had risen, the abyss

upon°§3f a%ﬁ egbar?assing slaughter no loﬂger
€ batting order was published.

After :

and Roguﬁgﬁ??r sandwiches and tea, John Sharpe
lng strode out to opeé the innings$s









JUNE 13 (CONT)

The opposition started with their strongest line-
up but ironically were 2-0 down - somewhat against
the run of play - by the time that half a dozen
pairs of new legs took the field at the end of the
first quarter. The first goal resulted from a
counter attack with a typical John Carrick finish
except that the ball flew into the roof of the net

rather than 10 feet wide. The second came from a
worked short corner move : Peirce, Barber (M),
Hall, Barber (M), oops, back of the net. From

planning to execution about 10 seconds, which was
probably wise given the limited retention span of

average AB memory.

The third goal came just on half time, with John
Carrick picking up a short corner rebound and
bundling the ball over the line. J.C's Canadian
duck was well and truly broken, and he came close

to smiling at half time.

S
p?ihhsucceSSfU1 mastery of the difficult school
ch and the numerous, and therefore rather













THE WHITE RIVER RAFTERS

THE - CADILES










Our evening match with Vancouver Jokers
International was played on an indecently
green grass pitch at Hugo Ray Park - over the
Lions Gate Bridge - built by the Guinness
family to deliver their products to the
natives. When sufficiently inebriated they
were moved on (even prior to Ernest Saunders).

The cricket score book for the match played
alongside us showed the weather at 2pm as

"mixed". By 7pm it was anything but mixed, it
was monsoon!

Howeyer we managed to win against a side
Playing in Dutch colours. I der 19
accommodate our h = ..
= s i’ osts (who had heard of us and
R y 5 ayers) we played 3 periods 1in
e € won the match 3-2 (goals from
T ansgrove and M. Barber) but managed
Mool .the periods, More of this later
We th
year g?dhig.ak celebration in the bar for a 50
: A6 eti}ﬁé The speeches went on far
dinners ip Other plzce:ften do-at ercelel

I Sneeze g3g I Write









JUNE 17 (CONT)
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With some dispute raging? as to who took the
honours on the previous encounter with the Jokers
International, a rematch was arranged at the Eric
Hamber Astroturf Pitch. Howard Fernandes realised
that the ABs were low on playing resources and in
a short period gathered together a very strong
side. What had seemed like a great jdea after a
few bevvies on Saturday now looked like becoming a
difficult and exhausting run around for a bunch
tired limbs.

The match was fast and furious with end to end
attacks. Both sides had their chances before
midway through the first half, Barbie, one of the
Joker's two lady players, scored from close range

after a neat through ball.

Although often under pressure the ABs battled hard
and in the second half, with Mike Barber (Man of
the Match) running endlessly, created su§f1c1ent
chiimens: to- level the match: But Titessio t to bg
and  yhat was probably the most skilful an
d?ma“di“g match of the Tour was lost 0-1, but 20
disgrace to an AB's side which strove doggedly to
the final whistle.

Afterwards refreshments at the Robson Grill and .-






At 7pm the Skipper won the toss and chose the
pavilion end with the sun at our backs. The ABs
looked good in the first half scoring three goals,
one each for John Peirce, Mike Barber and Clive
Richardson against a semi blinded West Van side.
After the change round there was no energy left in
the visitors and with an even lower sun, vision
upfield was impossible and it was tough going. The
home side pulled one goal back but the ABs were
never going to concede the last match of the tour
Tony Hall was the Man of the Match again; his legs
held out longest with many good dashes down the
wing. He was promoted to Brigadier by the team.

A few drinks with our opposition followed, with
memories of past matches and absent friends
discussed at length. Then off to the Robson Grill
for food and an early night (12 o'clock). The
whole party was quite exhausted and delighted that
our third match in four days had resulted in
another win.












JUNE 20 (CONT)

The atmosphere was relaxed, the scenery
enjoyable with one or two frenetic last minute
report writings to meet the Skipper's deadline
for example the (newly promoted) Brigadier was
seen "dictating" his report, flat on his back
mouth wide open, on a bunk. (Photograph availables

The congenial atmosphere, and possibly the bad
weather, which kept us under cover, 1led to the
composition of a new song to the tune of "She'll
be coming round the mountain". 10 by lines were
quickly forthcoming including :-

"John Oakley will be flashing a green card"
"Strapper will be rubbing deep heat in"
"The Colonel will be streaking down the wing"

This activity caused much merriment and maybe at
last provided the Tour song, a keenly sought verse
all over Canada.

After the trip, back to the hotel in the rain to
await our final coach trip. Luggage expertly
loaded for the last time. Airport, still raining.
Peter Horn had checked us 1in, boarding passes
ready. Just the 1luggage now. More arguments
about sticks and how to load them. Watched Rod's
goalkeepers bag disappear down the conveyor. Will
that bag, twice the size of any stick come to _a
early grave.

Saved by the ISIS boat race crew. They had oars!
A special check in desk was discovered. Remember
that you Fiji bound Jokers. Our sticks were lost
to sight in little green boxes.

Take off 7.30pm - still raining. The second AB's
overseas Tour is near to completion.

How can four weeks pass so quickly?












